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MINUTES OF COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
DATE: Wednesday 9 November 2022 TIME:  10.00 am
VENUE: Council Chamber - Shire Hall, Gloucester

Present
Membership:

Cllr Carole Allaway-Martin
Cllr Phil Awford
Cllr Matt Babbage
Cllr Paul Baker
Cllr John Bloxsom
Cllr David Brown
Cllr Alastair Chambers
Cllr Cate Cody
Cllr Linda Cohen
Cllr Stephen Davies
Cllr David Drew
Cllr Ben Evans
Cllr Stephan Fifield
Cllr Bernard Fisher
Cllr Andrew Gravells MBE
Cllr David Gray
Cllr Terry Hale

Cllr Rebecca Halifax
Cllr Tim Harman
Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
Cllr Colin Hay
Cllr Alex Hegenbarth
Cllr Jeremy Hilton
Cllr Stephen Hirst (Vice-
Chair)
Cllr Paul Hodgkinson
Cllr Beki Hoyland
Cllr Mark Mackenzie-
Charrington
Cllr Chris McFarling
Cllr Dr Andrew Miller
Cllr Graham Morgan
Cllr Dom Morris
Cllr Gill Moseley
Cllr Emma Nelson
Cllr David Norman MBE

Cllr Sajid Patel
Cllr Alan Preest (Chair)
Cllr Philip Robinson
Cllr Steve Robinson
Cllr Vernon Smith
Cllr Lisa Spivey
Cllr Lynden Stowe
Cllr Brian Tipper
Cllr Pam Tracey MBE
Cllr Chloe Turner
Cllr Robert Vines
Cllr Roger Whyborn
Cllr Kathy Williams
Cllr Susan Williams
Cllr Suzanne Williams
Cllr Dr David Willingham

Honorary Aldermen: Will Windsor Clive
Apologies: Cllr Joe Harris, Cllr Nick Housden and Cllr Wendy Thomas

Honorary Aldermen John Cordwell and Bill Crowther

104. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2022 were confirmed and signed 
as a correct record. 

105. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations were made. 

106. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a) Honorary Alderman Mike Skinner
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The Chairman passed on his condolences to the family of Mike Skinner, 
former County Councillor, who sadly passed away last week. Mike had been 
a member of the Council for many years, representing St Mark’s, St Paul’s 
and St Peter’s, until 2013. He was also Chair of Council between 2002 and 
2003.

Several members spoke of their sadness at Mike’s passing. They spoke of a 
gentleman who spoke his mind when necessary, and who continued to take 
an interest in his community even after stepping down as a councillor. They 
expressed their condolences to Mike’s family and friends. 

A minute’s silence was held in Mike’s memory.

b) Liberal Democrat Political Researcher

The Chairman welcomed Tim Cobbett, Liberal Democrat Political 
Researcher, who commenced in his role at the Council on 3 October 2022. 

c) Head of Democratic Services

The Chairman congratulated Stephen Bace on his appointment as Head of 
Democratic Services. 

d) Cyber awareness training for councillors

Members were reminded to complete the training on their devices. 

e) Beachley Barracks

The Chairman informed members that on 31 August 2022, himself and Cllr 
Andrew Gravells were hosted by Lieutenant Colonel Colin Oliver MBE, 
Commanding Officer of 1st Battalion The Rifles at Beachley Barracks, based 
in Gloucestershire. 

As the Member for the Armed Forces Covenant, Councillor Gravells had 
been working to establish links with all of the armed forces sites in the 
County. During the meeting, it was discussed how they could work together 
to promote the armed forces covenant, support members of our armed 
forces community, and recognise their outstanding contributions. 

f) Budget Scrutiny

Members were reminded that the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny 
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Committee meeting on 4 January 2023 would be budget scrutiny day. 
Further details would be shared shortly but all members were welcome to 
attend, particularly for the items relating to any scrutiny committee they sat 
on. 

g) Remembrance Service

Members were reminded that the Armistice Day Remembrance Service 
would be taking place at 10.55am on Friday 11 November 2022 in Shire Hall 
Reception. 

h) Chairman’s Charity

The Chairman promoted the Gloucestershire Academy of Music, which was 
celebrating its 40th anniversary, as his chosen charity for the year. 

The Chairman spoke of the importance of music bringing communities 
together, as an educational tool, and for promoting wellbeing. The Academy 
had been established in the Forest of Dean and now had over 2000 
participants across the County from all backgrounds. 

The Chairman asked members to support the charity by taking an interest in 
and visiting the academy, and by spreading the academy message. 

107. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Fifty-six public questions were received. The following supplementary questions 
were asked: 

Question 4 – Steve Gower stated that the response to his question did not 
acknowledge the existence of a ‘do not place’ list for homeless people, and stated 
that there should be an independent public inquiry. He asked the Cabinet Member 
whether they acknowledged that people were dying because they were on this list.

Cllr Kathy Williams stated that she had never heard of the list, but was concerned 
by the claims. She proposed that she meet with the member of public on the issue 
so that she could ask officers to investigate. 

Question 6 – Philippa Schwartz stated that all cattle on Minchinhampton and 
Rodborough commons were hit by a vehicle at least once in their lives and many 
had to be euthanized as a result. She asked the Cabinet Member whether it would 
be acceptable to introduce traffic calming measures should the local community 
raise the money to do so. 
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Cllr Dave Norman replied that he had committed to meeting with the member of the 
public to discuss the issues in the new year. 

Question 10 – Simon Craske asked whether the savings that could be made by 
changing the bus timetable for the afternoon TCS8 school bus could be used to 
provide an additional Rissington bus in the mornings. 

Cllr Philip Robinson explained that the savings would not extend to the provision of 
an additional bus and would mean withdrawing another bus, creating a problem 
elsewhere. He added that this would add costs to the Home to School Transport 
budget which was already forecast to be overspent. 

Question 12 – Liz Skelt asked for reassurance that the chaos of the Churchdown 
road works and closures would not reappear.

Cllr Dom Morris recognised the challenging circumstances and explained that the 
infrastructure work was compounded by safety, utility and cycling scheme works. 
He added that his team were holding fortnightly meetings with the agencies 
involved to mitigate this one off layering. 

Question 17 – Neil Kenning asked the Cabinet Member to ask the ITU to 
investigate whether the solution for the return TCS8 school bus could also be 
applied to the outgoing journey.

Cllr Philip Robinson agreed that he would ask ITU to look at the issue again. 

Question 19 – Chris White asked, in reference to the planned Tewkesbury Garden 
Town, when the Local Transport Plan (LTP) would be updated and whether this 
would include a consultation. 

Cllr David Gray advised that the LTP would be revised in due course and that he 
would come back to the member of the public regarding an exact date. 

Question 24 – Alan Mossman asked the Cabinet Member if arrangements could be 
made for him to speak to engineers regarding the costs of changing the length of a 
delay for pelican crossings. 

Cllr Dom Morris agreed that he would arrange for this to take place. 

Question 28 – Alan Mossman asked whether the answer the Cabinet Member had 
provided to his question regarding the purpose of a carriageway was wrong.

Cllr Dom Morris advised that it was his understanding that the answer he had 
provided was correct but would be happy to receive additional thoughts from the 
member of the public on common law. 

Question 37 – James Knotwell asked how the Council expected residents on 
Brooklyn Road, Cheltenham, to respond immediately at any time of day to flooding, 
as a sustainable solution couldn’t be delivered.
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Cllr Dom Morris advised that his team had spoken to Cheltenham Borough Council 
regarding enhanced street cleaning activities which would hopefully solve the 
problem.
 
Question 41 – Alan Mossman asked how much notice would be given to families 
should holiday free school meals not be provided next financial year.

Cllr Stephen Davies explained that the Council was waiting on an update from the 
Government on provision going forward. 

Question 42 – Alan Mossman stated that the Holidays, Activities and Food 
Programme would only be operating for 4 out of the 11 weekdays of the Christmas 
holidays and that it was not clear on the Council website where this would be 
operating. He also stated that the list of places where children could eat for free or 
for £1 was out of date and that it was not clear how the Holiday, Activities and Food 
Programme would service families in rural areas. He asked who would be providing 
meals to families on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

Cllr Stephen Davies replied that he would ask officers to check the website for 
accuracy. He explained that the Holidays, Activities and Food Programme was 
funded through Gloucestershire County Council but was delivered through charities 
and the district councils so they needed to be worked with on dates. He added that 
the Household Support Fund could feed families on Boxing Day. He also explained 
that the highest levels of need were mainly in urban areas so the Council response 
was appropriate.

Question 44 – Alan Mossman asked about plans for smaller active travel projects in 
the capital programme that would make it easier and safer for people to walk or ride 
bikes for short 5km journeys, and also whether improvements could be made for 
the provision of public transport as part of overall design schemes. 

Cllr David Gray provided assurance that consideration was given as to how to make 
active travel safer and to encourage people to make active choices in all schemes. 
He added that officers had attracted Government funding to provide active travel 
options, such as with the Mini-Holland Feasibility Study. 

Question 50 – Adrian Oldman asked how many GCC park and ride contracts had 
been terminated early. 

Cllr Philip Robinson advised that the Council did not have any active contracts but 
would make enquiries as to whether any had been terminated early.

Question 52 – Adrian Oldman asked whether, given the news that Stagecoach 
would be withdrawing bus services, now was the time for GCC to invest in bus 
services to ensure that bus users were not left stranded, particularly as winter was 
coming.
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Cllr Philip Robinson commented that the Council could not have foreseen that the 
Bus Improvement Plan bid would have been unsuccessful, however progress was 
being made to develop proposals for future submissions. He also commented that 
Stagecoach had let down passengers and that they had placed the Council in a 
difficult position by not undertaking their responsibilities.

108. CORPORATE PARENTING 

Cllr Stephen Davies, Cabinet Member for Children’s Safeguarding and Early Years, 
presented the Corporate Parenting Report.

He advised that the Corporate Parenting Group had last met in September, at 
which members noted that a new Adoption Medical Adviser and Named Doctor for 
Children had been appointed; the health team had worked with Ambassadors to 
adopt ‘Language that Cares’; access to dental care was improving; and that the rate 
of foster carer recruitment was increasing. 

Cllr Davies informed members that the Council had collaborated nationally to the 
development of a film called ‘Childhood’. Additionally, a new young people’s area 
had been established in Shire Hall, and a Care Leaver Celebration of Achievement 
event had been planned for March 2023. 

In an update on Trevone House, members were informed that an independent 
review had been launched to investigate the issues. 

Members were informed that care leavers had achieved good exam results in the 
Summer, with a higher rate of children in care and care leavers in higher education 
than at any other time in the past four years. 

It was noted that the Holiday Activities and Food Fund Programme had reached 60 
percent of those eligible for free school meals, and that the Household Support 
Fund had been efficiently distributed. 

Finally, it was noted that the number of children in care had increased to 869 at the 
end of September, however this was consistent with trends nationally and amongst 
local comparators. However, the number of readmissions to care had reduced. 

One member asked how the Council would support foster carers affected by costs 
going up. In response, Cllr Davies explained that the budget process was currently 
being looked at. 

Several members asked why the Corporate Parenting Report had not addressed 
the death that had occurred in Trevone House. Cllr Davies responded that as the 
incident was still under investigation, the details could not be discussed publically. 

A further member asked for reassurance that the children in Trevone House were 
safe, and asked that early help be built into services to prevent children from 
coming into care. In response, Cllr Davies assured the member that any 
recommendations emerging from the independent review at Trevone House and 
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the investigation into the specific incident would be built into future plans. 
Additionally, Cllr Davies recognised the importance of early care and the 
importance of the role of Family Hubs moving forward.

One member encouraged all members to sign up to support young people in care. 
Cllr Davies commented, in response, that he would be asking members to volunteer 
to be involved in the care leavers award event. 

A member asked that equal support for children experiencing deprivation in rural 
areas be provided this winter. Cllr Davies responded that the Holidays Activities and 
Food Programme was difficult to make viable in rural areas given the number of 
people experiencing deprivation in those areas. He advised that the Household 
Support Fund could provide these families with support.

There was a final question from a member as to how the Council could work with 
third party providers and local communities to ensure full checks were carried out 
when children were placed so that vulnerable children were safeguarded. In 
response, Cllr Davies explained that the requirement for checks was included in 
contracts, however he asked that members email him directly to raise any specific 
concerns. 

109. PETITIONS 

Cllr Graham Morgan presented a petition on beginning the process of implementing 
School Streets on Sneyd Wood Road to Cllr Dom Morris, Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Flooding.

Cllr Ben Evans presented a petition for coordinating the roadworks in and around 
Churchdown to Cllr Dom Morris. 

Cllr Alan Preest presented a petition on adult social care issues in Primrose Hill to 
Cllr Carole Allaway Martin, Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care Commissioning. 

Cllr Lynden Stowe presented a petition calling for a zebra crossing on Stratford 
Road, Mickleton, to Cllr Dom Morris. 

110. MOTIONS 

Motion 908 – Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG)

Cllr Kathy Williams proposed, and Cllr Philip Robinson seconded the motion 
included in the agenda.

Cllr Williams shared that the police in England and Wales are estimated to receive 
100 calls per hour from victims of domestic abuse. On 1 March this year, the Home 
Secretary launched a multi-communication campaign called ‘Enough’ which 
included, amongst other things, the simple acts people could take against 
perpetrators of abuse. She welcomed the excellent cross-working relationships 
Gloucestershire had on this issue. The Police and Crime Commissioner had made 

https://enough.campaign.gov.uk/
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it one of his top priorities in the Police and Crime Prevention Plan, and, working 
alongside Gloucester City Council, had secured £1m from the Government. Safer 
Street Fund which had funded the roll out of the Flare App. The app provided a way 
women and girls could anonymously report instances of inappropriate behaviour 
directly to the police. Cllr Williams concluded her introduction by giving an overview 
of the recommendations in this motion.

Cllr Robinson in seconding the motion stressed the important part that schools can 
and should play. Schools were tailormade settings for addressing these issues, 
both in terms of helping and supporting young women and girls to recognise and 
act against violence and aggression in all its forms, but also the need to support 
and educate young men and boys so they too learnt what was and was not 
acceptable, and how their unacceptable behaviour affected their victims. 

Cllr Cate Cody pledged support for the motion on behalf of the Green Party and 
stressed that all forms of violence and intimidation needed to be eradicated 
worldwide. She had personal experience of making behaviour changes on a daily 
basis, such as avoiding walking alone in quiet areas or late at night. Freedom of 
space should be a fundamental liberty but for many women it was not. She echoed 
that men and boys should be called out for inappropriate behaviour as well and 
needed to be more aware and careful about the language they used.

Cllr Rebecca Halifax welcomed this motion whole heartedly. She stated that 
structural inequalities had always contributed towards the problem of male violence 
against women and a quarter of the way through the 21st century, those inequalities 
still very much existed.

The councillor shared a very personal account of the violence and intimidation she 
had experienced throughout her life, including experience of sexual violence, 
domestic abuse, and sexual abuse in the workplace. Statistics demonstrated that 
violence against a woman was often carried out by someone they knew well, on 
average a woman is killed every 3 days by a current or former partner, with almost 
50% of these murders happening after they had left the relationship.  

Cllr Halifax stressed that the justice system had not been there for her. The police 
had not protected or listened to her when fleeing domestic abuse and she had felt 
unable to report sexual abuse or violence due to the still present stigmas and victim 
blame.

She stated that in 2020, 600,000 women had reported being raped or sexually 
assaulted, which equated to 1 in 35 women, and these were just the ones that were 
actually reported. Women still carried the anxiety of knowing saying “no” to male 
attention could very quickly result in insults, anger, and abuse. It was stressed that 
every woman in the Chamber will have experienced some combination of physical 
or sexual threat or action. 

It unfortunately remained commonplace for women and girls to feel pressured to 
brush off the seemingly ‘minor’ incidents of this behaviour. Which continued to 
leave them feeling uncomfortable, unsafe and violated, and meant men and boys 
continued to think it was ok to behave in these ways. 

https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/police-forces/gloucestershire-constabulary/areas/gloucestershire/services/flare-app/flare-app/
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Cllr Halifax thanked the proposer and seconder for accepting the following 
amendment as a friendly addition to the motion and felt that it helped bring more 
focus to partners and organisations that were working on the ground every day to 
provide support.

[…]

To ensure that this county is the safest in the country for women and girls, 
we propose that:

 The council strives to become the first public body in Gloucestershire to 
receive a ‘White Ribbon Accreditation’ for its commitment and work to 
end male violence against women. 

 We write to all public bodies and Head Teachers in the county asking 
them to become White Ribbon Champions to show a clear signal that 
Gloucestershire stands united against VAWG and engage with 
organisations that help to educate our children and young people about 
the issue of VAWG, and act as a facilitator between them and our 
schools such that every pupil in the county receives preventative 
education. 

 We invite the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office and 
Gloucestershire Constabulary to run a session for all councilors on the 
nature of VAWG in Gloucestershire and what we can all be doing in 
communities to tackle it.

 We will also utilising our strong relationships with Head Teachers to invite 
them to a similar session to ensure that they are supported in combatting 
VAWG in schools so that we can prevent unhealthy and dangerous 
behaviours in young people. 

 We ask the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny Committee to 
investigate and produce a report for cabinet on any steps the county 
council can be taking to end VAWG in Gloucestershire, in particular, how 
we can engage with agencies that do valuable work in the County, such 
as the Nelson Trust and GDASS, in relation to training for professionals 
and support, information and rehabilitation for survivors of violence and 
abuse. 

Another member shared an account from a resident regarding their experience 
during the recent Cheltenham race weekend. The account reflected experience of 
significant verbal abuse in response to a woman simply turning down male 
advances. The member stressed that this was one of countless example of women 
having to change their behaviour and attitudes to avoid escalated retaliation, and 
that as councillors, we all needed to be there to support our residents.

There was a suggestion that the Council could go further in this area with regard to 
political representation, by supporting campaigns such as ‘Elect Her’ to ensure 
women had a voice across the political spectrum. The Chair of Adult Social Care 



Minutes subject to their acceptance as a 
correct record at the next meeting

- 10 -

and Communities Scrutiny Committee, commended the bravery shown in the 
Chamber today and confirmed that, should the motion be passed, the door would 
be open to anyone from this Chamber and officers to be a part of the scrutiny report 
mentioned in the recommendations. 

Cllr John Bloxsom moved an amendment as detailed below. He stated that these 
additional recommendations gave some more practical actions in reference to 
women’s experience with the police and justice system in this area. 

Cllr Steve Robinson seconded the amendment and hoped members would 
welcome these additions as a friendly amendment.

[…]

 We invite the Police and Crime Panel to form a VAWG panel to hear, and 
learn from, the lived experience of women and girls about their dealings 
with Gloucestershire Constabulary, what would make them feel safer in 
their interactions with police officers and the measures that could be 
taken to challenge any incidents of predatory or misogynistic behaviour.

 We ask the local authorities, together with the County Council, to review 
the arrangements for appointments to the Gloucestershire Police and 
Crime Panel in order to ensure that there is gender balance in future 
appointments (noting that currently there are just three women members 
out of 13 on the Panel).

Following a short adjournment, a minor amendment was made to the Labour 
amendment as follows:

 We invite the Police and Crime Panel to form a VAWG panel to hear, and 
learn from, the to look at how the voice of those with lived experience of 
women and girls about their can be heard, including about their dealings 
with Gloucestershire Constabulary, what would make them feel safer in 
their interactions with police officers and the measures that could be 
taken to challenge any incidents of predatory or misogynistic behaviour.

 We ask the local authorities, together with the County Council, to review 
the arrangements for appointments to the Gloucestershire Police and 
Crime Panel in order to ensure that there is seek a gender balance in 
future appointments (noting that currently there are just three women 
members out of 13 on the Panel).

Members unanimously voted for the inclusion of the above amendment to form part 
of the substantive motion.

On being put to the vote, it was unanimously

RESOLVED that

This council believes that women and girls deserve to live free from 
intimidation, violence and harassment. This council condemns all violence 
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against women and girls (VAWG) and notes that it can take many forms, 
including physical, financial, and emotional.

We want Gloucestershire to be the safest county in the UK for women and 
girls. 

We welcome the launch of the Home Office’s new ‘Enough’ campaign which 
seeks to educate the public by highlighting VAWG and its various forms.  

We are also pleased that our Police and Crime Commissioner has made 
VAWG one of his top priorities in his Police and Crime prevention plan. We 
are particularly grateful to the work of the OPCC, Gloucestershire 
Constabulary and Gloucester City Council in securing more than £1 million 
from the Government’s Safer Streets Fund to eradicate VAWG from 
Gloucestershire and note especially the introduction of the ‘Flare App’ which 
gives women the opportunity to anonymously report inappropriate behaviour 
directly to the police.   

To ensure that this county is the safest in the country for women and girls, 
we propose that:

 The council strives to become the first public body in Gloucestershire to 
receive a ‘White Ribbon Accreditation’ for its commitment and work to 
end male violence against women. 

 We write to all public bodies and Head Teachers in the county asking 
them to become White Ribbon Champions to show a clear signal that 
Gloucestershire stands united against VAWG and engage with 
organisations that help to educate our children and young people about 
the issue of VAWG, and act as a facilitator between them and our 
schools such that every pupil in the county receives preventative 
education. 

 We invite the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office and 
Gloucestershire Constabulary to run a session for all councilors on the 
nature of VAWG in Gloucestershire and what we can all be doing in 
communities to tackle it.

 We will also utilising our strong relationships with Head Teachers to invite 
them to a similar session to ensure that they are supported in combatting 
VAWG in schools so that we can prevent unhealthy and dangerous 
behaviours in young people. 

 We ask the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny Committee to 
investigate and produce a report for cabinet on any steps the county 
council can be taking to end VAWG in Gloucestershire, in particular, how 
we can engage with agencies that do valuable work in the County, such 
as the Nelson Trust and GDASS, in relation to training for professionals 
and support, information and rehabilitation for survivors of violence and 
abuse. 
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 We invite the Police and Crime Panel to look at how the voice of those 
with lived experience can be heard, including about their dealings with 
Gloucestershire Constabulary, what would make them feel safer in their 
interactions with police officers and the measures that could be taken to 
challenge any incidents of predatory or misogynistic behaviour.

 We ask the local authorities, together with the County Council, to review 
the arrangements for appointments to the Gloucestershire Police and 
Crime Panel in order to seek a gender balance in future appointments 
(noting that currently there are just three women members out of 13 on 
the Panel).

909 – Action to Tackle River Pollution 

Cllr Graham Morgan proposed (in Cllr Wendy Thomas’s absence), and Cllr David 
Drew seconded the motion included in the agenda.

The proposer was delighted to bring this motion to Council. He commended the 
work of the recent Restoring our Rivers Task Group who put a lot of work into the 
resulting 8 recommendation report. He reiterated that rivers across the county and 
beyond were in dire situations. It was estimated that the River Wye would be dead 
within 2 years as a result of pollution. Cllr Morgan stressed how vital it was for the 
council to highlight these issues with Government. and other organisations as it was 
not something this authority had any control over. It was suggested that the 
Environment Agency was ineffective due to significant cuts in its funding it and was 
doing very little to fine water companies who breached their discharge allowances. 

Cllr Drew in seconding the motion, made reference to the Slad Brook in Stroud 
which had badly flooded into communities on a number of occasions, and therefore 
meant that residents’ homes were being ruined by polluted water. The member had 
received no engagement back from the Environment Agency on this issue. It was 
reiterated how vital it was for agencies and the Government. to be engaged and 
working towards solutions to save the rivers and reduce flooding.

A member referenced a combined sewer overflow which was situated near St 
Peters Park and dumped sewage directly into the River Chelt. The member gave 
details of the matter that was likely present in these sewage discharges, and which 
would therefore be ending up in the River Chelt. It was emphasised that recently 
the six Gloucestershire MPs had voted against an amendment in the House of 
Commons that could have gone some way towards tackling this issue.

Cllr David Gray, Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning, proposed the 
following amendment to the motion:

Council welcomes the report on river pollution from the Restoring Our Rivers 
Task Group. The pollution of our rivers is a threat to public health and a 
cause of public concern. Council calls will write to the new Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and Rural affairs to ask that they work with water 
companies and the Environment Agency to strengthen the law on sewage 
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spills into rivers whilst improving water infrastructure. for the law on sewage 
spills into rivers to be strengthened, increased funding for Environment 
Agency monitoring and enforcement, fines on water companies per 
discharge event and the use of that income to support environmental 
pollution clean ups rather than this going back directly to H.M. Treasury.

Cllr Gray explained that the amendment kept the overall direction of travel for the 
original motion which was the need to work with agencies and central government 
to solve this issue. He stated that action was already being taken with a record level 
of fines being imposed on water companies (a recent example was given of £90m 
fine issued to Southern Water for illegal discharges). He agreed that there needed 
to be encouragement to Government to continue to work actively on this issue, and 
to ensure the Environment Agency was working and engaging effectively. The 
member fully supported the work of the Task Group and the need to regularly revisit 
its recommendations.

Cllr Phil Awford seconded the proposed amendment but reserved his right to speak. 

The amendment was not accepted as a friendly amendment. The debate therefore 
continued on the amendment.

The proposer of the original motion that set up the Task Group back in September 
2020 reminded members that in 2019 there was an estimated 400,000 hours of raw 
sewage being discharged into English Rivers. The member stressed that there was 
need for very strong, robust, and quick action, and they felt the amendment did not 
call for this. This was a national scandal and residents were furious at the way 
water companies were treating our rivers. The original motion was right to say that 
the Environment Agency needed increased funding and fines on water companies 
needed to be higher, as well as a tax on their excessive profits.

Another member of the Task Group shared the experience of the batting back and 
forth over responsibilities for who should be doing what was uncomfortable to 
witness. Our rivers were now a polluted cocktail of toxic sewage, microplastics, 
agriculture waste, household chemicals and much more, but there was also plenty 
of science available as to what needed to be done to rectify this. 

They stressed that water companies should be putting profits into sorting out 
sewage systems and infrastructure, that all new planning permissions needed to be 
better scrutinised in terms of their impact on rivers, poisonous chemicals should be 
banned and reliance on plastics addressed. Unfortunately, all these changes would 
require new laws in order to enforce and would also be a massive undertaking on 
the Environment Agency who were already underfunded and understaffed.

A member shared an example of Thames Water dumping 2,316 hours’ worth of raw 
sewage into a local brook in one of their communities. Compared to Europe, the UK 
currently had only one area deemed safe for human bathing. They echoed other 
members’ contributions that we should be coming down as hard as can to force 
those who make the rules to enforce them. The Environment Agency, through 
funding cuts, had become a body that audited what had happened, rather than 
taking action to avoid it happening. 
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It was stressed that opposition to the amendment was not about the inclusion of 
words but rather the exclusion of the wording around increased fines and 
redirecting funds to the Environment Agency to improve enforcement.

Following a short adjournment, members had come to an agreement on an 
amendment to the Conservative amendment which was accepted as a friendly 
amendment. 

The amended amendment became part of the substantive motion and the debate 
continued.

In seconding the amendment, Cllr Awford welcomed the consensus reached on 
today’s motion and paid thanks to the Task Group for their incredible hard work. 
Although he felt the wider political angle had been covered in Recommendation 3 of 
the Task Group’s report, he nonetheless welcomed the additional ask within this 
motion. 

On being put to the vote, it was unanimously

RESOLVED that

Council welcomes the report on river pollution from the Restoring Our Rivers Task 
Group. The pollution of our rivers is a threat to public health and a cause of public 
concern. Council will write to the new Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural affairs to ask that they work with water companies and the Environment 
Agency to strengthen the law on sewage spills into rivers whilst improving water 
infrastructure, asking for the law on sewage spills into rivers to be strengthened and 
for increased funding to be provided for monitoring and enforcement. That a full 
copy of the task group’s recommendations is included with the letter.

Motion 910 – Tackling the crisis in NHS dentistry 

Cllr Linda Cohen proposed, and Cllr Paul Hodgkinson seconded the motion as 
outlined in the agenda. 

Cllr Cohen stressed that NHS dentistry was in crisis. It had already faced financial 
cuts out of parallel with any other health service, the number of ‘dental deserts’ was 
growing, and any further cuts to the health budget would kill dental services across 
the UK and deny millions of patients access to a dentist on the NHS. Not a single 
practise in Gloucestershire was currently able to sign up new adult patients, with 
most having a waiting list of a year or longer. There had been reports of 1 in 5 
people resulting to home dentistry in sheer desperation. 

She stated that this crisis was being fuelled by a discredited NHS contract which 
funded care for barely half the population and put Government. targets ahead of 
patients. The British Dental Association had pressed Government to commit to a 
fair funding settlement and fundamental reform of the service before it was too late. 
It was estimated that funding would need to be increased by £800m per year to 
simply return it to 2010 funding levels.
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It was noted that this also had an indirect impact on other health services as 
dentists were often able to spot early signs of certain illness such as diabetes, heart 
disease and certain cancers. Tooth decay was currently the single highest reason 
for children being admitted to hospital and needing to undergo treatment.

Cllr Cohen concluded that access to dental services was a serious health inequality 
that was being felt by our poorest residents the most. We as a council needed to 
ensure we were doing everything in our power to put preventative steps in place, 
achievable and affordable improvements for our residents and release the 
enormous pressure placed on our local health services.

In seconding the motion, Cllr Hodgkinson referred to the NHS dental service as 
being on ‘its last legs’. He shared a number of real-life examples of residents in his 
community who had resorted to accessing dental care in other counties, paying for 
private care that they simply couldn’t afford or self-dentistry. Residents felt they had 
returned to ‘pre-NHS’ times and dentists seemed to exist purely for people with 
money and were increasingly fewer and farther between. He echoed that people 
who were already being hit the hardest by the cost-of-living crisis could not access 
affordable dental treatment. NHS dentistry was broken in Gloucestershire and 
needed urgent attention before it ceased to exist at all.

Cllr Carole Allaway-Martin, Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care Commissioning, 
welcomed the motion being brought today as timely, informed, and appropriate. 
She clarified that NHS England and NHS Improvement were responsible for the 
commissioning of dentist services across the country; locally this was managed in 
the Southwest region. Dental practices were independent businesses operating 
contracts with the NHS, similar to the model used for GP surgeries. From a local 
authority perspective, public health did have a statutory responsibility to improve the 
population’s oral health, but this was mainly in relation to promotion and prevention 
- intervention was minimal. The Cabinet Member was very clear that what was 
being done now was not enough and certainly would not be enough for the future. 

Cllr Mark Hawthorne proposed an amendment to the motion which was seconded 
by Cllr Andrew Gravells. The amendment was accepted as friendly by the proposer 
of the original motion and therefore became part of the substantive motion.

This Council is concerned about the quality and cost of dentistry in 
Gloucestershire. This Council believes that every Gloucestershire resident 
should have a right to a healthy mouth at affordable NHS rates and condemns 
the backdoor privatisation of dentistry by starving NHS services of funds and the 
dental contracts (Units of Dental Activity) which are not fit for purpose. 

This Council notes that: 

 Only 28.6 per cent of Gloucestershire’s adult population had access to an 
NHS dentist over the last 12 months – far below the English average – along 
with just 43.9 per cent of children and young people under 18. 

 Between 2021 and 2020 Gloucestershire lost over five per cent of its NHS 
dentists, 316 to 299, and that one in six of the remaining dentists are nearing 
retirement. 
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 Not a single dental practice in Gloucestershire is accepting new adult NHS 
patients. 

This Council is particularly concerned by the impact of a lack of dental care for 
children and the impact this can have on the rest of their lives, and vulnerable 
adults residing in Gloucestershire care homes. 

This Council therefore resolves to:

 Lobby Write to the new Health and Social Care Secretary as well as the 
Government and Gloucestershire’s six MPs to express our concern for 
dentistry provision in Gloucestershire to tackle the crisis in NHS dentistry 
and to undertake a wholesale reform of NHS dental contracts to make it 
more financially sustainable and better structured for dental practices to 
remain in the NHS system.

 Call on Cabinet to ensure that council services work with schools, care 
homes and the NHS to coordinate dental visits to the people who need it 
most. guaranteeing that no child or elderly residents is denied access to 
NHS dental care that wants it.

 Ask the Health and Wellbeing Board and the director of public health to 
bring a report to HOSC Full Council to explain what they are doing to 
promote good oral hygiene, specifically in children and young people and 
our vulnerable residents. 

 Ask the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider a report 
on making Gloucestershire a magnet county, especially for healthcare 
professionals.

The Chair of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee, informed members that 
this issue had been on the Committee’s agenda since May and their ongoing piece 
of work in this area would continue at their meeting in December. NHS colleagues 
had shared with the Committee that they currently estimated that Gloucestershire 
was short of 31 FTE NHS dentists, and in December they would be hearing from 
the Director of Specialised Commissioning at NHS Southwest about the possibility 
of delegating dental commissioning to Gloucestershire’s Integrated Care Board. A 
member added that there was a lack of local accountability in this area, due to 
dentistry remaining in the remit of NHS England, and left the data they had access 
to widely inaccurate.

On being put to the vote, it was unanimously

RESOLVED that

This Council is concerned about the quality and cost of dentistry in 
Gloucestershire. This Council believes that every Gloucestershire resident 
should have a right to a healthy mouth at affordable NHS rates. 

This Council notes that: 
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 Only 28.6 per cent of Gloucestershire’s adult population had access to an 
NHS dentist over the last 12 months – far below the English average – 
along with just 43.9 per cent of children and young people under 18.

 Between 2021 and 2020 Gloucestershire lost over five per cent of its 
NHS dentists, 316 to 299, and that one in six of the remaining dentists 
are nearing retirement.

 Not a single dental practice in Gloucestershire is accepting new adult 
NHS patients. 

This Council is particularly concerned by the impact of a lack of dental care for 
children and the impact this can have on the rest of their lives, and vulnerable 
adults residing in Gloucestershire care homes. 

This Council therefore resolves to:

 Write to the new Health and Social Care Secretary as well as 
Gloucestershire’s six MPs to express our concern for dentistry provision 
in Gloucestershire.

 Call on Cabinet to ensure that council services work with schools, care 
homes and the NHS to coordinate dental visits to the people who need it 
most.

 Ask the Health and Wellbeing Board and the director of public health to 
bring a report to HOSC to explain what they are doing to promote good 
oral hygiene, specifically in children and young people and our vulnerable 
residents. 

 Ask the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider a report 
on making Gloucestershire a magnet county, especially for healthcare 
professionals.

Motion 911 – Creating Warm Spaces

Cllr John Bloxsom proposed, and Cllr Ben Evans seconded the motion included in 
the agenda.

An updated version of Motion 911 was circulated to members by the proposer. It 
was explained that due to this motion being deferred from September’s meeting, 
the wording had become out of date. The following motion as therefore considered:

The extortionate predicted rises in energy costs for the coming winter will put 
many people in Gloucestershire in a position where they will be fear that they 
will be unable to heat their homes. We are concerned that with energy prices 
already at all-time highs, and despite the Government capping bills at an 
average £2,500 for a typical household this winter, there will be a huge jump 
in bills from last year that will leave many concerned.

We welcome assistance that is currently announced, including the 
Government’s Energy Bills Support Scheme. We know that many in 
Gloucestershire will, however, continue to be concerned and uncertain as to 
when and how they will receive help and how long this will be sustained.
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The Energy Price Guarantee is time-limited and doesn’t address the root 
causes of high bills but instead subsidises the profits of the energy 
companies which are reaching unprecedented levels.

Council acknowledges that a limited response has been made to tackle to 
Cost of Living Crisis, including a Warm Spaces scheme running from 
Gloucestershire’s directly maintained libraries during their opening hours.

Council calls on Cabinet to coordinate a Warm Spaces initiative across the 
county, to encourage and support district, parish and town councils, faith 
organisations, community and voluntary sector organisations to do likewise 
and to include in these arrangements the network of community run libraries. 

Neither the local nor national response to date is adequate to meet the scale 
of the crisis and therefore Council asks Cabinet to:

1. Identify and launch a countywide grant programme which could offer 
financial assistance to organisations prepared to get involved.

2. Publish a plan on how the warm spaces offer will be publicised, including 
to residents who may not be digitally connected or active.

3. Make an enhanced support offer that will provide more comprehensive 
support to Gloucestershire residents this winter.

4. Act as a coordinator and lead a cost-of-living emergency committee that 
includes the Borough/District/City Councils, the local voluntary sector and 
the community networks formed as part of the response to Covid.

5. Hold regular meetings of this group to monitor take-up of the support and 
to enable the Councils and other partners to overcome any barriers they 
are facing.

6. Make use of the under-occupied Shire Hall estate to provide more space 
and facilities for residents in central Gloucester.

7. Call on the Prime Minister to introduce a comprehensive Windfall Tax on 
the energy companies.

In proposing the motion, Cllr Bloxsom stressed the level of uncertainty residents will 
continue to face this winter, be this due to the rising costs associated with energy, 
the volatility of the economic markets or the continuous changes within Government 
which was impacting the availability and continuation of grant schemes and 
support. He further stressed that as a Council, we needed to take leadership in 
coordinating and promoting what was available for our residents, similar to our role 
during the Covid pandemic, and also do more in terms of our warm places provision 
by considering the rest of the council’s estate.
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Seconding the motion, Cllr Ben Evans, echoed the disgrace felt that in one of the 
richest countries in the world, residents would be unsure this winter whether they 
could afford to keep themselves warm and safe. In addition, there were various 
things that were now  common place in our societies that would have been 
unthinkable 15 years ago, such as  the rise in foodbank provision. Looking at the 
local picture, whilst acknowledging the council had acted on warm places, the set of 
actions to date was woefully inadequate. There were lots of local groups and 
organisations that were ready and willing to do something, at no cost to the council, 
but they needed to be coordinated. This motion therefore built on what had already 
been started and worked to extend that provision. 

Cllr Dave Norman, Cabinet Member for Fire, Community Safety and Libraires, 
proposed the following amendment:

We welcome the government’s plans to help families with their energy bills 
this winter. This Energy Price Guarantee will save each household about 
£700 – reducing bills by about a third. This is in addition to the £400 Energy 
Bills Support scheme meaning each household will be saving an average of 
£1,100 this winter. 

We also welcome that the most vulnerable UK households will also continue 
to receive £1,200 of support through discounts to Council Tax and Cost of 
Living payments for those in receipt of certain benefits.

The extortionate predicted rises in energy costs for the coming winter will put 
many people in Gloucestershire in a position where they will be unable to 
heat their homes. The energy price cap will increase to £3,549 from 1 
October 2022, is anticipated to rise further each quarter thereafter and 
predicted by some forecasters to be £6,000 in 12 months’ time. 

For many people this will be impossible to afford, and it is predicted that two 
thirds of UK families will be in fuel poverty this winter. There is serious 
concern of the impact this will have not just on vulnerable people and those 
experiencing disadvantage but also on working families who are already 
struggling to make ends meet with the cost of living crisis. 

Councils across the country are seriously concerned about the impact of 
these extortionate energy increases rises and despite price rises being 
beyond their control, the cost of living and councils are considering what they 
can do to help people in their area. 

A number of councils are taking Gloucestershire County council has taken a 
lead and setting up a ‘Warm Places Scheme’ where people can attend 
libraries public buildings during the daytime to stay warm. The scheme would 
welcomes those who cannot afford to heat their homes. and  We hope other 
venues could include in addition to council owned premises and such as 
community buildings as well as churches and places of religious worship 
consider doing the scheme as well. By visiting such places people would not 
only be able to stay warm but also access services who could help and 
support them with other energy related matters. 
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Council calls upon thanks Cabinet to for: 

 Taking the lead and acting urgently and establish a Warm Places 
initiative across the county

 Utilising its own premises and liaise with the District, City and Borough 
councils to make public venues available. This could include buildings 
such as libraries and museums.

 Enlisting the support of parish and town councils, faith organisations, 
community and voluntary sector organisations to include village halls, 
community centres, neighbourhood buildings and places of worship.

 Identity a Launching the countywide ‘Levelling Up Together’ grant 
programme from which a grant scheme could be supported to offer 
financial assistance to organisations prepared to get involved.

Cllr Norman was clear that, like many councils around the country, GCC was 
seriously concerned about the impact of the cost-of-living crisis and were 
considering what they could do help. GCC had taken the lead on the ‘Warm Places 
Scheme’ and trusted that other community venues (that were not GCC buildings) 
would consider joining the scheme going forward.

The offer summary from GCC was a library scheme which met the criteria of the 
Warm and Welcome initiative in that: they were free to use, provided a warm, safe, 
and welcoming environment, could provide basic refreshments and access to the 
internet. Library staff would also be on hand to signpost/provide advice and support 
to residents where they could. 

Cllr Hawthorne, in seconding the amendment, stated that the amendment reflected 
some of the initiatives already in place, and it had only removed 2 actions from the 
original motion. The purpose of this motion should remain on what we were doing 
for residents in Gloucestershire, and stressed that during Covid, communities and 
organisations led themselves, and were thankful that GCC set up a central Hub to 
help advertise what was available around the county. 

In response, Cllr Bloxsom, summarised that he felt the offer as it stood had a 
number of gaps due to the limited number of directly managed libraries available for 
use, and the directing of funding to only ten designated areas (which were 
neighbourhoods statistically determined as being high concentrations of 
deprivation), which severely disadvantaged rural communities and left many other 
areas of deprivation without funding. He echoed that GCC needed to be doing more 
and looking beyond what it had offered to date.

On being put to the vote, the amendment was carried by a majority vote and 
became the substantive motion.

The substantive motion was then put to the vote, it was unanimously

RESOLVED that

We welcome the government’s plans to help families with their energy bills 
this winter. This Energy Price Guarantee will save each household about 
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£700 – reducing bills by about a third. This is in addition to the £400 Energy 
Bills Support scheme meaning each household will be saving an average of 
£1,100 this winter. 

We also welcome that the most vulnerable UK households will also continue 
to receive £1,200 of support through discounts to Council Tax and Cost of 
Living payments for those in receipt of certain benefits.

Councils across the country are seriously concerned about the impact of the 
cost of living and are considering what they can do to help people in their 
area. 

Gloucestershire County council has taken a lead and set up a ‘Warm Places 
Scheme’ where people can attend libraries during the daytime to stay warm. 
The scheme welcomes those who cannot afford to heat their homes. We 
hope other venues in addition to council owned premises such as community 
buildings as well as churches and places of religious worship consider doing 
the scheme as well. By visiting such places people would not only be able to 
stay warm but also access services who could help and support them with 
other energy related matters. 

Council thanks Cabinet for: 

 Taking the lead and acting urgently and establish a Warm Places 
initiative across the county

 Utilising its own premises and liaise with the District, City and Borough 
councils to make public venues available. This could include buildings 
such as libraries and museums.

 Enlisting the support of parish and town councils, faith organisations, 
community and voluntary sector organisations to include village halls, 
community centres, neighbourhood buildings and places of worship.

 Launching the countywide ‘Levelling Up Together’ grant programme 
from which a grant scheme could be supported to offer financial 
assistance to organisations prepared to get involved.

111. MEMBERS' QUESTIONS 

Sixty-three member questions were received. The following supplementary 
questions were asked: 

Question 1 – Cllr Chris McFarling requested that the Council meet with 
representatives from the New Forest to discuss the successful implementation of 
40mph on Forest of Dean roads.

Cllr Dave Norman commented that he would be comfortable to enter into dialogue 
with the New Forest if the Council could learn from them, however he felt that the 
Forest of Dean and New Forest were different areas in respect of their highways. 
He added that the Gloucestershire Road Safety Partnership would be relaunched in 
December, which could engage with anyone who had something to offer on moving 
road safety forward across the County. 
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Question 2 – Cllr Tim Harman asked that the Cabinet Member ask the 
Communications Team to promote the information already available to young 
people about social media. 

Cllr Philip Robinson agreed that he would. 

Question 3 – Cllr Chris McFarling asked how GCC could promote the importance of 
decreasing carbon emissions with district councils before carbon budgets were 
exhausted in 2025.

Cllr David Gray explained that Climate Leadership Gloucestershire was working 
across the district councils and partners to promote and accelerate actions to 
address climate change. 

Question 7 – Cllr Chloe Turner requested to receive regular reviews of Brunel’s 
environmental performance. 

Cllr Lynden Stowe would ask an officer from the pensions team to speak with the 
member about monitoring the environmental performance of Brunel. 

Question 8 – Cllr Chloe Turner asked what the Council was doing under its 
obligations to preserve the ecologies of the Site of Special Scientific Interest in 
Minchinhampton and Special Area of Conservation in Rodborough. 

Cllr Dom Morris advised that there was a low accident record in this community and 
that more would follow with the new road safety policy on empowering 
communities. 

Question 15 – Cllr Cate Cody asked for clarification regarding the £8million funding 
for the A46/M5 project. 

Cllr David Gray explained that £2million had already been spent with £6million 
remaining, however he would seek clarification on the exact figures. 

Question 19 - Cllr David Willingham asked on behalf of Rowanfield residents what 
was being done to replace the bus service that linked residents to the centre of 
Cheltenham and the hospital.

Cllr Philip Robinson stated that GCC had done everything it could regarding the 
provision of services by Stagecoach. He explained that the tendering process for 
services had just come to a close and results were expected in the next few days. 
However he acknowledged that given the difficult market, not all routes may be 
replaced at this stage. 

Question 21 – Cllr Roger Whyborn requested that a list be provided of parishes and 
districts who had made known to GCC their view of wanting to see 20mph schemes 
introduced, and those who had passed resolutions to that effect.
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Cllr Dom Morris explained that the new road safety policy would take this County on 
a journey to vision zero, and would show why the debate needed to move towards 
a comprehensive programme. 

Question 23 – Cllr Roger Whyborn asked whether the Cabinet Member would be 
willing to revisit the traditional approach to the use of data and consider whether a 
controlled crossing would be possible at Warden Hill Road.

Cllr Dom Morris highlighted the importance of using data. He explained that work 
had been done at that location already, however he would be happy to engage with 
officers if there was more to be done. 

Question 24 – Cllr Roger Whyborn stated that he felt members were not being 
adequately briefed or engaged with on bus cancellations or the tendering of routes. 
He asked the Cabinet Member to promise to improve engagement with members 
on these issues going forward. 

Cllr Philip Robinson explained that the tendering process for services had only just 
closed and he expected results to be made public in the next few days. At that 
point, he would welcome scrutiny from and discussions with members about routes 
in divisions. 

Question 29 – Cllr Jeremy Hilton commented that timescales for submission of 
levelling up bids by communities were tight, and asked whether there could be 
more flexibility to allow people to respond.

Cllr Mark Hawthorne explained that they needed to strike a fine balance between 
giving communities time to submit sensible bids and making sure money gets out 
the door to communities. He added that he would be happy to have conversations 
with members on submissions from their communities and would show flexibility 
where it made sense. 

Question 31 – Cllr Jeremy Hilton asked what could be done to speed up the 
average 4 weeks it took to get over 85 care packages put in place. 

Cllr Kathy Williams admitted that the service was pressurised at the moment, but 
explained that cases were dealt with as quickly as possible. 

Question 32 – Cllr Jeremy Hilton asked whether the Council got it right by closing 
care homes without ensuite provision instead of refitting them.

Cllr Kathy Williams explained that the care homes chosen to close had issues and 
the Council was satisfied that they were not up to the standards the Council wanted 
to provide residents.

Question 37 – Cllr Paul Baker asked whether plans to launch a survey for schools 
about their funding before Christmas had been confirmed, and whether anything 
further could be done to further the case for Naunton Park School.
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Cllr Philip Robinson agreed to make enquiries and get back to the member 
regarding his questions. 

Question 39 – Cllr Ben Evans stated there were four sets of traffic lights between 
Arle Court and the Hare and Hounds junction in Churchdown. He asked that the 
Cabinet Member guarantee that work on the Hare and Hounds junction would not 
commence before the other sections had been completed.

Cllr Dom Morris agreed to look into this and provide a response to the member. 

Question 40 – Cllr Ben Evans stated that the work on cycle paths in Churchdown 
had negatively affected public opinion of them. He asked that the Council look into 
how schemes affected peoples’ journeys to work. 

Cllr Dom Morris took on board the concerns that had been raised. 

Question 41 – Cllr Paul Hodgkinson asked for confirmation of the costs paid by 
GCC for the Tour of Britain and whether insurance was taken out to cover the costs 
should the event have been cancelled. 

Cllr David Gray confirmed that the Council had not taken out insurance and £175k 
was paid to the organisers for the rights to run the event. However he highlighted 
that the County still benefitted despite the cancellation of the event, with the work 
on highways having lasting benefits and people planning on attending the event still 
spending money within the County. 

Question 42 – Cllr Paul Hodgkinson asked the Cabinet Member how they could 
justify prioritising schemes for roads that would be part of the Tour of Britain over 
roads in a worse state. 

Cllr Dom Morris advised that the schemes completed on Tour of Britain routes had 
already been on the list.

Question 43 – Cllr Paul Hodgkinson asked what could be done to solve the problem 
with the morning bus to the Cotswold School in the Chedworth area.

Cllr Philip Robinson accepted there were problems with the morning service and 
recognised the frustration amongst residents. He explained that the Council had 
offered a solution that was acceptable according to guidelines, however there had 
been issues with communication and that there should have been more timely 
responses. He would seek assurances from the team that where possible, elected 
member requests would be dealt with more efficiently. 

112. CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE 

Cllr Mark Hawthorne, Chair of the Constitution Committee, presented the report of 
the Constitution Committee meeting held on 10 October 2022. 
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Council was asked to consider three recommendations from the Constitution 
Committee relating to the draft Gloucestershire Code of Members’ Conduct; the 
Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing Partnership; and Monitoring Officer changes 
to the Constitution. The recommendations were set out in the report attached to the 
agenda for this meeting. 

It was understood that the Constitution Committee had discussed and considered at 
length the recommendations, as well as considering an item on the order of council 
motions, at their meeting. 

One member emphasised the importance of ensuring that the work of the 
Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing Partnership was effectively scrutinised. 

Some members commented that they felt the draft Gloucestershire Members’ Code 
of Conduct fell short of public expectations relating to the scope of the Code of 
Conduct and the differentiation of behaviour when a member is acting in an official 
capacity or in a personal capacity. 

Cllr Hawthorne explained in response that this issue was debated by the 
Constitution Committee. It was felt that the draft Code of Conduct addressed the 
fine balance and that each case raised would be considered based on its individual 
merits. 

On being put to the vote it was

RESOLVED that the recommendations as set out in the Constitution 
Committee report be approved. 

113. REVIEW OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL DIVISIONAL 
BOUNDARIES BY THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION 
FOR ENGLAND 

Rob Ayliffe, Director of Policy, Performance and Governance, and Monitoring 
Officer, presented the report on the review of Gloucestershire County Council 
divisional boundaries by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England, 
and asked Council whether they supported the resolution as included in the report 
attached the agenda for this meeting. 

On being put to the vote it was

RESOLVED that the Council submit a formal request to the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England, that in determining the future pattern of 
electoral divisions for Gloucestershire County Council, the Commission 
retains single-member divisions in all cases. 

114. SCRUTINY REPORTS 
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Cllr Phil Awford, Chair of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 
presented the report which provided a summary of recent scrutiny committee 
activities.

One member welcomed that the report had been updated to include more detail 
than previously. 

115. AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 

Cllr Colin Hay, Chair of the Audit and Governance Committee, presented the Audit 
and Governance Committee Annual Report. 

Cllr Hay highlighted the work carried out by the Committee over the past year, 
notably its consideration of the strategic risk register, and thanked officers and 
members for their contributions. 

One member queried whether the Audit and Governance Committee could consider 
exempt items in its upcoming work plan, such as on cyber security and issues 
relating to Trevone House. 

Cllr Hay responded that the Committee could go into exempt session at any time, 
however some of the issues raised by the member might best be considered by the 
relevant scrutiny committees. 

CHAIRPERSON

Meeting concluded at 3.40 pm
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